
Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced

MU.CR.1.PE.5a MU.CR.1.PE.8a MU.CR.1.PE.HS1a MU.CR.1.PE.HS2a MU.CR.1.PE.HS3a
a. Compose and improvise melodic and rhythmic ideas 

or motives that reflect characteristic(s) of music or 

text(s) studied in rehearsal.

a. Compose and improvise ideas for melodies and 

rhythmic passages based on characteristic(s) of music 

or text(s) studied in rehearsal.

a. Compose and improvise ideas for melodies, rhythmic 

passages, and arrangements for specific purposes that 

reflect characteristic(s) of music from a variety of 

historical periods studied in rehearsal.

a. Compose and improvise ideas for arrangements, 

sections, and short compositions for specific purposes 

that reflect characteristic(s) of music from a variety of 

cultures studied in rehearsal.

a. Compose and improvise musical ideas for a variety of 

purposes and contexts.

Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced

MU.CR.2.PE.5a MU.CR.2.PE.8a MU.CR.2.PE.HS1a MU.CR.2.PE.HS2a MU.CR.2.PE.HS3a
a. Develop melodic and rhythmic ideas or motives that 

demonstrate understanding of characteristic(s) of music 

or text(s) studied in rehearsal.

a. Develop melodies and rhythmic passages that 

demonstrate understanding of characteristic(s) of music 

or text(s) studied in rehearsal.

a. Select and develop melodies, rhythmic passages, and 

arrangements for specific purposes that demonstrate 

understanding of characteristic(s) of music from a 

variety of historical periods studied in rehearsal. 

a. Select and develop arrangements, sections, and short 

compositions for specific purposes that demonstrate 

understanding of characteristic(s) of music from a 

variety of cultures studied in rehearsal.

a. Select and develop melodic and rhythmic ideas or 

motives that demonstrate understanding of 

characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal.

MU.CR.2.PE.5b MU.CR.2.PE.8b MU.CR.2.PE.HS1b MU.CR.2.PE.HS2b MU.CR.2.PE.HS3b
b. Preserve draft compositions and improvisations 

through audio or video recording and through standard 

notation (using notation in a manner consistent with 

the genre and with the appropriate skill connected with 

the level).

b. Preserve draft compositions and improvisations 

through audio or video recording and through standard 

notation (using notation in a manner consistent with 

the genre and with the appropriate skill connected with 

the level).

b. Preserve draft compositions and improvisations 

through audio or video recording and through standard 

notation (using notation in a manner consistent with 

the genre and with the appropriate skill connected with 

the level).

b. Preserve draft compositions and improvisations 

through audio or video recording and through standard 

notation (using notation in a manner consistent with 

the genre and with the appropriate skill connected with 

the level).

b. Preserve draft compositions and improvisations 

through audio or video recording and through standard 

notation (using notation in a manner consistent with 

the genre and with the appropriate skill connected with 

the level).

Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced

MU.CR.3.PE.5a MU.CR.3.PE.8a MU.CR.3.PE.HS1a MU.CR.3.PE.HS2a MU.CR.3.PE.HS3a
a. Evaluate and refine draft compositions and 

improvisations based on knowledge, skill, and teacher-

provided criteria.

a. Evaluate and refine draft compositions and 

improvisations based on knowledge, skill, and 

collaboratively-developed criteria.

a. Evaluate and refine draft melodies, rhythmic 

passages, arrangements, and improvisations based on 

established criteria, including the extent to which they 

address identified purposes.

a. Evaluate and refine draft arrangements, sections, 

short compositions, and improvisations based on 

personally-developed criteria, including the extent to 

which they address identified purposes.

a. Evaluate and refine draft compositions and 

improvisations based on knowledge, skill, and teacher-

provided criteria.

MU.CR.3.PE.5b MU.CR.3.PE.8b MU.CR.3.PE.HS1b MU.CR.3.PE.HS2b MU.CR.3.PE.HS3b
b. Share personally-developed melodic and rhythmic 

ideas or motives individually or as an ensemble that 

demonstrate understanding of characteristics of music 

or texts studied in rehearsal.

b. Share personally-developed melodies and rhythmic 

passages individually or as an ensemble that 

demonstrate understanding of characteristics of music 

or texts studied in rehearsal.

b. Share personally-developed melodic and rhythmic 

ideas or motives individually or as an ensemble that 

demonstrate understanding of characteristics of music 

or texts studied in rehearsal.

b. Share personally-developed melodies, rhythmic 

passages, and arrangements individually or as an 

ensemble that address identified purposes.

b. Share personally-developed arrangements, sections, 

and short compositions individually or as an ensemble 

that address identified purposes.

Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced
Perform, use standard notation, and audio record 

improvisation that is a minimum of 4 measures.

Perform, use standard notation, and audio record 

improvisation that is a minimum of 4 measures.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Perform, use standard notation, and audio record 

improvisation that is a minimum of 8 measures.

Perform, use standard notation, and audio record 

improvisation that is a minimum of 12 measures.

Perform, use standard notation, and audio record 

improvisation that is a minimum of 24 measures.

Describe how the changing elements of music (e.g., 

dynamics, tone, color, tempo) can affect the style of 

music.

Describe how the changing elements of music (e.g., 

dynamics, tone, color, tempo) can affect the style of 

music.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Perform simple improvised melodies within an 

appropriate harmonic structure.

Perform with expression, complex improvised melodies 

within an appropriate harmonic structure, over a chord 

progression.

Perform with expression, complex improvised melodies 

within an appropriate harmonic structure, over a chord 

progression.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Perform melodic and rhythmic improvised 

accompaniments.

Perform melodic and rhythmic improvised 

accompaniments.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced
Use standard notation and audio record composition 

that is a minimum of 2 measures and is written for the 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΦ

Use standard notation and audio record composition 

that is a minimum of 2 measures and is written for the 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΦ

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Use standard notation and audio record composition 

that is a minimum of 4 measures and is written for the 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ

Use standard notation and audio record composition 

that is a minimum of 8 measures and is written for duet 

or small ensemble.

Create complete composition that is a minimum of 16 

measures and is written for duet or small or large 

ensemble, or solo with arrangement.

Describe how the changing elements of music (e.g., 

dynamics, tone, color, tempo) can affect the style of 

music.

Describe how the changing elements of music (e.g., 

dynamics, tone, color, tempo) can affect the style of 

music.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Explain and demonstrate how compositional choices, 

such as changing musical elements within a given song, 

effect the song.

Explain and demonstrate how compositional choices, 

such as changing musical elements within a given song, 

effect the song.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Explain and demonstrate how compositional choices, 

such as changing musical elements within a given song, 

effect the song.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Replace or change some of the note values and/or 

pitches in composing a variation on a theme.

Replace or change some of the note values and/or 

pitches in composing a variation on a theme.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Arrange short sections of a song using standard 

notation and a variety of musical elements.

Arrange short sections of a song using standard 

notation and a variety of musical elements.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Arrange or transcribe a musical work for small or large 

ensemble, or solo with accompaniment.

Use technology and multimedia to enhance knowledge 

and application of composing and arranging music. (e.g. 

composing and sequencing software).

Use technology and multimedia to enhance knowledge 

and application of composing and arranging music. (e.g. 

composing and sequencing software).

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Use technology and multimedia to enhance knowledge 

and application of composing and arranging music. (e.g. 

composing and sequencing software).

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Use technology and multimedia to enhance knowledge 

and application of composing and arranging music. (e.g. 

composing and sequencing software).

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)

Use technology and multimedia to enhance knowledge 

and application of composing and arranging music. (e.g. 

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 





Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced

MU.RE.7.PE.5a MU.RE.7.PE.8a MU.RE.7.PE.HS1a MU.RE.7.PE.HS2a MU.RE.7.PE.HS3a
a. Identify reasons for selecting music based on 

characteristics found in the music

a. Explain reasons for selecting music citing 

characteristics found in the music

a. Apply criteria to select music for specified purposes, 

supporting choices by citing characteristics found in the 

music

a. Apply criteria to select music for a variety of 

purposes, justifying choices citing knowledge of the 

music

a. Use research and personally-developed criteria to 

justify choices made when selecting music, citing 

knowledge of the music

MU.RE.7.PE.5b MU.RE.7.PE.8b MU.RE.7.PE.HS1b MU.RE.7.PE.HS2b MU.RE.7.PE.HS3b
b. Identify how the use of repetition, similarities, and 

contrasts inform the response to music.

b. Describe how the elements of music are manipulated 

to inform the response to music.

b. Explain how the analysis of passages and 

understanding the way the elements of music are 

manipulated inform the response to music.

b. Explain how the analysis of structures and contexts 

inform the response to music.

b. Demonstrate and justify how the analysis of 

structures, contexts, and performance decisions inform 

the response to music.

Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced

MU.RE.8.PE.5a MU.RE.8.PE.8a MU.RE.8.PE.HS1a MU.RE.8.PE.HS2a MU.RE.8.PE.HS3a
a. Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and 

meaning of musical works, referring to the elements of 

music, contexts, and (when appropriate) the setting of 

the text.

a. Identify and support interpretations of the expressive 

intent and meaning of musical works, citing as evidence 

the treatment of the elements of music, contexts, and 

(when appropriate) the setting of the text.

a. Explain and support interpretations of the expressive 

intent and meaning of musical works, citing as evidence 

the treatment of the elements of music, contexts, 

(when appropriate) the setting of the text, and personal 

research.

a. Support interpretations of the expressive intent and 

meaning of musical works citing as evidence the 

treatment of the elements of music, contexts, (when 

appropriate) the setting of the text, and varied 

researched sources.

a. Justify interpretations of the expressive intent and 

meaning of musical works by comparing and 

synthesizing varied researched sources, including 

reference to other art forms.

Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced

MU.RE.9.PE.5a MU.RE.9.PE.8a MU.RE.9.PE.HS1a MU.RE.9.PE.HS2a MU.RE.9.PE.HS3a
a. Identify and describe the effect of interest, 

experience, analysis, and context on the evaluation of 

music.

a. Explain the influence of experiences, analysis, and 

context on interest in and evaluation of music.

a. Evaluate works and performances based on 

personally- or collaboratively-developed criteria, 

including analysis of the structure and context.

a. Evaluate works and performances based on research 

as well as personally- and collaboratively-developed 

criteria, including analysis and interpretation of the 

structure and context.

a. Develop and justify evaluations of music, programs of 

music, and performances based on criteria, personal 

decision-making, research, and understanding of 

contexts.

Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced
LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜΧ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜΧ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜΧ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜΧ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜΧ

How changing compositional elements of music (e.g., 

dynamics, articulation, tempo) can change the style and 

experience of the music.

How music can be transcribed from one music medium 

to another (e.g., one instrument to another, one 

ensemble to another).

The compositional and stylistic elements that 

differentiate various musical genres.

The compositional and stylistic elements that 

differentiate various musical genres.

(NOTE: This foundational skill is the same as the 

previous level. Rigor should increase as skills are 

applied to a leveled progression of repetoire.)



Novice Intermediate HS Proficient HS Accomplished HS Advanced

MU.CN.10.PE.5a MU.CN.10.PE.8a MU.CN.10.PE.HS1a MU.CN.10.PE.HS2a MU.CN.10.PE.HS3a
a. Identify and discuss the roles and impact music plays 

in one's life and the lives of others.

a. Identify and explain the roles and impact music plays 

in one's life and the lives of others.

a. Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills 

relate to personal choices and intent when creating, 

performing, and responding to music.

a. Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills 

relate to personal choices and intent when creating, 

performing, and responding to music.

a. Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills 

relate to personal choices and intent when creating, 

performing, and responding to music.

MU.CN.10.PE.5b MU.CN.10.PE.8b MU.CN.10.PE.HS1b MU.CN.10.PE.HS2b MU.CN.10.PE.HS3b
b. Identify reasons for selecting music based on 


